
 
 

Remote Learning in the Junior School - An Update 

 

During this periods of remote learning, Sion has continued to engage with all students 

across the school. In the Junior School, the learning platforms Tapestry (Early Years) 

and Seesaw (Years 1-6) are used alongside MS Teams for live sessions. We have 

customised our remote learning approach for the Sion community. It would have been 

far easier and cheaper to go ‘fully live’; little investment, set up or ongoing resourcing is 

needed for this. However, we passionately believe this is not appropriate for children in 

the Early Years/Primary phase. Researching approaches around the world, and learning 

from countries who were sadly ahead of us in terms of Covid response, we could see that 

excessive screen time was not in anyone’s interest – not in terms of education, child 

development or mental health. Our investment in Tapestry and Seesaw has been an 

intentional bucking of the trend; to give families freedom and flexibility in what is 

already a very challenging time. With pre-recorded lessons, children can complete work 

at a time and in an order which suits them and can revisit if they need to. Teachers are 

‘freed up’ to respond often in real time and make those phone calls, MS Teams meetings 

and answer emails 1:1. What is seen at the ‘customer end’ is merely the tip of the 

iceberg, with enormous amounts of time and energy providing a foundation underneath; 

often many versions of a lesson are created bespoke for children, including the resources 

and activities to accompany them. This is truly tailored provision – for every child. 

  

We continue to develop our remote learning approach to meet the needs of our 

community. We will never be a ‘one size fits all’/’copy and paste’ school – a Sion 

education is truly tailored to those in our care. 

Highlights include: 

 Specialist teaching in Music, PE, MFL and Science (Year 6) 

 Open-ended extension enrichment projects, Creative Prep and project-based 

learning grids 

 Increased subscriptions to educational websites and resources 

 Class blogs/communication groups for Upper School in the Junior School 

 MS Teams live sessions, study groups, 1:1 reading sessions, PSHEE lessons, 

booster and extension classes. 

 Regular reading book packs for those on reading schemes 

 Hard copy home learning packs for every child, including resources and 

stationery 

 Triple the staffing for Keyworker Care since the first lockdown 

 PE sessions and increased outdoor time for Keyworker Care children 

 Wellbeing Advisor – 1:1 sessions in school, by appointment 

 Three weekly assemblies for all classes: Monty’s Monday Motivation, Wednesday 

Wisdom and Friday Consideration Always (also ad hoc class assemblies) 

 Additional remote enrichment opportunities; e.g. PE challenges, Bake Off 

Competition and work with Worthing Dementia Friends 



 Individual handwritten postcards to celebrate success 

 Consideration Always certificates posted to children 

 

 

 

 

 

Case study of online learning using Seesaw Platform  

Year 3 are learning about the Ancient Egyptians and much of the work they have done 

this term has been around this topic. Mrs Summers has used this topic as the 

foundation for a number of projects and curriculum subjects including: History, English 

comprehension, creative writing, Maths, Art and philosophy. 

 

The teacher pre-records (video) information about the Ancient Egyptians which is then 

distributed to the pupils using Seesaw.  

 

Each day during the morning Welcome message, the pupils are given different tasks 

around this subject: history of Egypt, mummification, questions on the mummification 

process, the story of the Egyptian Cinderella, Tutankhamon’s tomb and the curse. 

 

The final project was to research Tutankhamon’s curse and then present the findings for 

a TV news piece. The children had to research the facts and present a balanced view as 

to whether the curse was real or false.   

 

The children loved the topic and particularly the final project where they uploaded a 

recording of themselves as news presenters, interviewing the explorers who found the 

tomb.  

 

The teacher sends verbal feedback for every piece of work submitted.  
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